National Scratch Dragonboat Champions

Staff from Appleton Academy and Doe Park Water Activities Centre entered the National Dragonboating Championships on 24th and 25th September. The yearly event was held at the National Water Sports Centre, HolmePierre Point in Nottingham. The majority of staff involved are keen kayakers/canoeist or active sports people. The group attended an afternoon training session with the Crusaders Liverpool. The Crusaders used the afternoon to develop and improve the teams paddling skills by concentrating on technique and team cohesion. After this one session, it was the Nationals next. As the majority of the team are already kayaker/canoeist, they were able to use their knowledge and ability of water sports and transfer this to dragonboating.
The Nationals were held over 2 days. The 200m and 1000m competitions on the Saturday followed by the 500m competitions on the Sunday. Dragonboating consists of a team of 22 people; however, Bradford Crusaders entered with a team of 16.
The newly formed ‘Crusaders Bradford’ competed in numerous 200m events on the Saturday, with the girls also competing for the Crusaders Ladies Team. The 200m competitions went very well with ‘Crusaders Bradford’ securing second place, just behind a well established team ‘Cool Running’s’. It was clear to the Crusaders that Bradford Crusaders could go all the way and win their category. On the Sunday morning, the Crusaders had a plan! The team was re jigged, seats adjusted and the importance of the morning’s race explained to Bradford Crusaders. The first event was the 500m final. This was the blue ribbon event. If Cool Runnings won, they got the National title. If Bradford Crusaders won, they would walk away with the title. The race was so close; both boats were neck and neck for the whole race. The race was finally decided with Bradford Crusaders pulling metres ahead with only10m to go.  As the race was so close both teams had to wait for confirmation on the scoreboard of the times. Bradford Crusaders won, with milliseconds between the teams. Bradford Crusaders were crowned National Champions. All members of the teams came away with gold medals and 3 team trophies. An excellent and well-deserved result for a weekend of hard racing.

Due to the success of the Bradford Crusaders, the whole team were invited to a civic reception held by the Lord Mayor. All members of the team went to the town hall to see the Lord Mayor on Friday 4th November and were treated to food and drinks with the Deputy Lord Mayor.

The future for Dragonboating is looking bright and the team will compete again next year to hopefully retain their title. We are hoping that in next year’s event, we have more adults to join the Bradford Crusaders team but we are also hoping to go to the National with a junior team. This would be a great opportunity not only for the Academy but also for our pupils. Keep your eyes open for dragonboating!
Appleton Academy Staff – Katy Hebron, David Green, Matthew Keeble, Claire Solesbury

Doe Park Staff – Louise Clarke, Mark Clayton, Ben Ryan, Tom Dransfield, Natasha Stones
