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Aspiration and Achievement in Wyke
GOVERNOR FOCUS – NOVEMBER 2011
This month’s governor focus is on Ms Michele Sutton, Vice Chair of the Governing Body and Principal of our sponsor, Bradford College.


How long have you been a governor at Appleton Academy?

Since September 2009.

What is your professional background?

I have been in further education for 30 years starting as a lecturer and moving up to Principal.  I had 11 years in industry, primarily in marketing, before that.  I have been Principal at two colleges.

What are your aspirations for the Academy?

I want the Academy to raise aspirations and achievement for all children and young people that study with us.  I want them to have every opportunity to pursue the career of their choice.

What do you consider the biggest achievement in your professional life?

I received an OBE for my services to further education and community cohesion.

What has been the most satisfying moment/achievement during your tenure as a governor at Appleton Academy?

I enjoy engaging with students and I’m delighted to be part of their success be it in sports, community or achievement.  The 2010 GCSE results were particularly pleasing.

How do you feel the move to a new building will affect the Academy’s progress?

I think that studying in a custom built, state of the art building in a fabulous setting will create the perfect environment to continue to raise aspirations and engender hard work and high standards.  The outdoor and sports facilities will be second to none in Bradford and the surrounding areas.  It will also bring the primary and secondary phases much close together allowing an ‘all-through’ approach.
Did you enjoy school?

I loved primary school but wasn’t so keen on my girls’ grammar school, which I left at 17.  I must admit that I did have fun.

What was your favourite subject and why?

My favourite subject was English – I have always loved reading and continue to do so.

What do you enjoy doing in your leisure time?

I have always worked full time so spending time with my husband, daughters and grandchildren is very important to me.  I go to concerts (Jazz and Blues) and the theatre.

What are your three favourite books?

The Secret Garden – Francis Hodgson-Burnett

The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck

Any PD James detective story

Do you support a sports team?

Not really, but my husband has a season ticket for Manchester United so I support them with him.

What three things would you want with you if you were stranded on a desert island?

My MP3 player with my favourite music

A compendium of PD James stories

A large box of milk chocolates!
