Guinness World Record Attempt
On Saturday 9th July, Appleton Academy in conjunction with Doe Park Water Activities Centre tried to break a Guinness World Record. We tried to break the record for the ‘Most number of kayaks performing Eskimo rolls at a single venue’

The number to beat was 100.

A number of our pupils and staff took this opportunity to spend as much time as possible on the water leading up to the event to ensure they could partake in the event. Mr Green, Mr Proctor and Mr Keeble attended learn to roll sessions ensuring their roll was up to standard for the event. Mrs Hobowsky even though she has spent a minimum amount of time in a kayak also valiantly took part in the record attempt.

Damien Hields, Adam Norman, Coby Kittsen and Rhys Kittsen have all committed to a large number of learn to roll sessions since March. The boys have worked really hard towards this event all successfully completing Eskimo rolls throughout their training sessions.

Damien Hields especially has shown a tremendous amount of commitment and effort during his training. He successfully managed to complete the required 5 rolls in 2 minutes ensuring that his kayak was added to the final total of successful participants. Due to his outstanding performance, Damien was also awarded the ‘Most improved youth kayaker award’, winning his own kayaking paddle!
The world record attempt turned out to be a fantastic day for all involved with many activities and events throughout the day for participants and spectators. 

At the event, we were very privileged to be joined by Claire O’Hara who is currently the World Freestyle and Squirt boat champion as well as Bren Orton who is the junior World Bronze Freestyle medallist. Both Claire and Bren’s presence on the day made it very special and really inspired our young Appleton Academy kayakers.

Although the number to beat was 100, and we managed to have 104 on the water, we unfortunately only managed to have 82 people who successfully completed the required 5 rolls in 2 minutes. So although we are the unofficial record holders we did not mange to secure the actual Guinness World Record title.

Hopefully next year will be our year!

Thank you to all involved in the event and lets get more Appleton Academy staff and pupils taking part in the event next year.

A special thanks to Robin Hood Water Sports, Pyranha, Fire-it-up, Cotswold Outdoors, Claire O Hara and Bren Orton, who support for the event, has been fantastic.

Many thanks
Mrs Hebron
